[image: image1.jpg]









�














Media Release








For immediate release.





OMCA


555 Burnhamthorpe Rd.


Suite 505


Etobicoke, ON


M9C 2Y3





416.229.6622 (P)


416.229.6281 (F)





� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@omca.com" ��info@omca.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.omca.com" ��www.omca.com�

















Founded in 1929, the Ontario Motor Coach Association is a full-service trade association representing 80 bus operators, over 100 tour operators and over 700 affiliated sellers to the group tour industry including attractions, destinations, hotels, and retail outlets across North America.  Operator members provide scheduled intercity, charter, tour, school bus, contract, shuttle, airport and transit services.  The OMCA works with all levels of government to outline the industry’s contributions and concerns regarding a seamless, sustainable public and private passenger transportation network.





June 16, 2010


Toronto





Ontario government fails to practice what it preaches - local carrier’s charter coaches sit idle while school board hires American carrier for school charter trips 





While Ontario politicians of all stripes advocate the need for consumers and businesses to “buy Ontario” to protect Ontario jobs, it seems the Rainy River District School Board prefers to take a “buy American” approach when it comes to hiring motor coaches to conduct long-distance school charter trips.





Eldon Mose, owner of Asselin Transportation of Fort Frances has watched his school trip business shrink as a result of the Board’s practice of hiring an American carrier located just across the border in International Falls, Minnesota. 





“The US carrier has a competitive advantage over my operation because of lower costs for fuel, insurance, and taxes and therefore can undercut my rates” said Mose. 





“The US carrier cannot legally originate a charter trip in Ontario and transport passengers on a point to point trip within Canada, so the school board circumvents the law by having parents take the kids across the border to board the coach, and then meet them on the US side at the end of the trip and bring the kids back across the border by car” said Mose.





Ontario Motor Coach Association President, Brian crow said, “It’s hypocritical of government to be touting the “buy Ontario” message on the one hand, yet on the other allow a school board to spend Ontario taxpayer’s money outside the province while a local carrier is ready, willing and able to do the work at a fair price”. 





Crow added, “When Ontario-based coaches are parked, it affects Ontario jobs and curtails economic spinoff benefits from having viable businesses in the local community.”





“If the school board doesn’t support local businesses and procures services from outside the country, will they be hiring American teaches next?” asks Crow.  “We spoke with a Superintendant with the school board about our concerns, however, we understand the practice continues.”





If the Ontario government, through the Ministry of Education and school boards procure services on the basis of price, then they must ensure that Ontario businesses are competitive by reducing taxes to create a level playing field. 





Mose wrote his MPP, Howard Hampton in October 2008 thinking that his situation would surely strike a chord with the ex-leader of the NDP considering how the NDP is pressuring the provincial government to institute a “Buy Ontario” program.


 


To date, Mr. Hampton has still not responded directly to Mose’s letter, instead, Hampton forwarded his letter to the Minister of Education who passed the issue over to the Minister of Finance and the Minister of Economic Development. Neither of those two Ministers responded. “So here I am 20 months later and still no action from the provincial government or my local MPP” said Mose. 
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